Class Project- Caravanserai

World History 9H- Dr. Krull

As we know from our studies of the Silk Road, a caravanserai was a roadside inn or rest stop where travelers could rest from a long day’s journey. In addition to providing respite along the Silk Road, caravanserais served food and refreshment, offered lodging, and served as markets for merchants to buy and sell goods. The caravanserai is an excellent symbol of the Silk Road, and the exchange and diffusion of goods, technology, and ideas the Silk Road involved.

Our class project is to design and develop our own caravanserai. As a class, you will brainstorm ideas, delegate research and tasks, and implement your own caravanserai, here in our classroom! Our caravanserai will be a stop along the Silk Road, but as a class you can decide exactly where it will be and what it will be named

You should use all your knowledge of the Silk Road and Silk Road travel to design the caravanserai. Think about what services and functions travelers along the Silk Road would want, and how you are going to represent those. You will have two class days to research and work on the project, and then you will turn the classroom into a caravanserai.

We will, of course, have guests at your caravanserai. You should provide written or printed invitations/advertisements/brochures welcoming these guests into the caravanserai. You should give each guest an identity of someone who might have been likely to travel along the Silk Road.

The class will be evaluated by myself and the other judges on the creativity of their presentation, the quality of the information about the Silk Road and caravanserai, and the overall experience of the caravanserai. Everyone will play some role in the caravanserai. Keep in mind- these travelers are tired and road-weary, and are looking for some pampering before they start off on the next leg of their journey. So be thorough, and be creative, and give your caravanserai’s guests a wonderful experience they will remember the next time they’re traveling along the Silk Road!
