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Teaching with Primary Sources - Lesson Plan



Subject and Grade Level: 
11th Grade - Religion - Racism and Prejudice: Duration: Part 1: 10 Class Days, independent time for research as needed, Part 2: 10 Class Days

Part 1 - Desired Results 

Goals for Learning 

As a background to their research, students will have completed units on prejudice and racism.
Through their research students will develop a deeper understanding of the definitions of prejudice, stereotypes, bigotry and anti-Semitism. Students will recognize and identify the stages of prejudice that lead from least to most aggressive forms and understand that they are learned. Common features and factors will be noted. Teacher and librarian will introduce the students to the Library of Congress, citing primary sources. Students will arrange themselves into groups of 3-4 students and pick 2 consecutive decade time periods with which to work. Each group will present to the class their findings in the form of a video research project. In addition to their research a guest speaker from the Holocaust Resource Center was invited to share his experiences during World War ll. At the conclusion of their research, students will individually select a book from a predetermined list that is about a person’s first- hand account of racism and prejudice and create a newspaper that reflects the book and the time period it in which it took place. If time allows, students will present their video research projects at the Teaching with Primary Sources Symposium in the spring of 2014.


Procedure:
Day 1:
STEP 1 Students are given the handout about Jackie Robinson’s court martial in 1944 titled HEADQUARTERS XXIII CORPS at the top and the two page handwritten letter from Jackie Robinson with McCLOSKEY GENERAL HOSPITAL at the top. The article is read aloud. DIscussion follows. Would that likely happen today? What would be different? What impact does seeing the original documents have?                              10 minutes

STEP 2:
Using the Jackie Robinson articles as a jumping off point, the librarian discusses with the students the differences between primary and secondary sources. Examples given are written on the board in separate columns.                                                                                                                            5 minutes

STEP 3:
Students are informed that they will be doing a project that uses primary sources. The Library of Congress(LOC) is introduced by the librarian. The main page is shown to the class using the Rover projector. The site’s internet address (http://www.loc.gov), Collection highlights and especially for: teachers, location of Resource Guides are shown. Different primary sources that are available through the LOC are discussed. (interviews, photographs, posters, audio, manuscripts, etc.) A photograph of segregation is analyzed.                     20 minutes
STEP 4:
Class concludes by showing You Tube video of Three Dog Night singing” Black and White”. 
3 minutes.
Students follow along with lyrics handout. Original lyrics are then read aloud. Discussion of differences between the two follows. How does it reflect that time period?                                                           7 minutes 

DAY 2:
Step 1:
The article regarding a lynching is shown using the Rover projector. Jim Crow laws are discussed. What time periods would this most likely take place? If time allows play an audio that is included in the book Jim Crow and You Tube of Billie Holiday singing “Strange Fruit.                                                                7 minutes 
Review LOC. Tips will be given on navigating the LOC by the librarian including how to locate and save address of a specific primary source.                                                                                                5 minutes
Step 2:
Hand out requirements and rubric for project. Discuss. Questions and answers. It will also be available on Schoology (our course management software)                                                                        5 minutes
Step 3: 
Brainstorm possible avenues of inquiry that might arise and vocabulary that they might come across while investigating the time periods. Write this on the board. Discuss how and why a time period could affect this. New list for each class discussion.                                                                                                  10 minutes 
Step 4:
Students will choose their group. 3-4 students will be in a group depending on the number of students in the class. Each group will hand in a paper with their group’s names on it. When groups are chosen and handed in, a student from each group will draw a slip from a bowl with 2 consecutive time periods on it. This will be noted on their group names. The time periods available will be decided ahead of time by the teacher. 12 minutes 


DAYS 3-10
Groups work independently on the project. Half of the groups go to work in the library and the other half staying in the classroom, alternating each day. Groups are encouraged to use Google Drive so that group work can be easily shared. The teacher and librarian are available, monitoring that the task is understood and helping where needed. The final project will be emailed to the teacher.                                                       40 minutes/day

Part 2

Day 1:

Step 1:

Students will be given requirements for the Newspaper part of the project. The newspaper should reflect their book and the time period it took place. It should include primary sources. 
                                                                                                                                                  15 minutes
Step 2:
Each student will be able to choose a book from a preselected collection by the librarian to read independently. Books chosen will be on display for students to browse and make their selection. Books remain in the classroom, to be read in class.                                                                                                                     15 minutes
Step 3:
When book has been selected, students start reading independently.                                      10 minutes

Days 2-10:
Continue reading in class. Student starts newspaper project when the book is finished, working independently and finishing it outside of the class if necessary.                                                                        40 minutes







MATERIALS NEEDED:

Individual access to laptops for students, Rover (projector)
Chosen websites by the teacher and librarian from the Library of Congress(LOC)
Teacher Resources page, LOC
American Memory LOC
Website through the National Archive of Jackie Robinson’s court martial
Remembering Jim Crow, African Americans tell about life in the south book and 2 volume CD 
ISBN 1565846974
Handouts of readings from Jim Crow if needed
Photographs of signs of racial discrimination through the LOC
Access to Billie Holiday singing Strange Fruit on NPR, lyrics for students on a handout
YouTube of 3 Dog Night singing Black and White, copy of their lyrics and the original lyrics
Individual books of first person accounts on prejudice
Instruction handouts and rubrics for main projects

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html

Presentation: oral rubric: http://www.ncsu.edu/midlink/rub.pres.html

























Resources

Japanese-American Internment Photographs:

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a35053/

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a25601

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a25601

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a25601




NAACP Investigation of a Lynching

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a25601

http://myloc.gov/Exhibitions/naacp/newnegromovement/ExhibitObjects/InvestigationLynching.aspx

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aap/photo05.jpg


Billie Holiday/3 Dog Night

http://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2002/02/frut-f08.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ZyuULy9zs
http://www.threedognight.com/l_black.htm
http://en.wilipedia.org/wiki/Black_and _White
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC7JJy9fvbA

Jackie Robinson
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/jackie-robinson/
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Book List:
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Using Primary Sources: Racism and Prejudice Project Rubric

5 4 3 2 1

Use of 

Time & 

Initiative 

(25%)

You used your time 

effectively, 

explored various 

ideas and 

concepts. A great 

deal of care and 

effort is displayed 

in the project. The 

project shows that 

you carefully & 

thoughtfully made 

decisions.

You worked well 

and completed the 

project but a little 

more effort would 

have been 

outstanding

You finshed the 

project but it could 

have been 

improved with a 

little more effort 

and a more 

productive use of 

time. It appears 

some decisions 

were made 

haphazardly.

The project was 

complete with a 

minimum effort  

and care. Your time 

could have been 

spent more 

effectively.

You did not 

complete the work 

adequately.

Craftsmans

hip, Skill & 

Technique 

(25%)

The use of primary 

sources was 

impressive. A 

strong 

understanding of 

the subject was 

demonstrated and 

applied 

thoughtfully

With a little more 

effort, the work 

could have been 

outstanding. Your 

work shows and 

understanding of 

the subject but 

lacks extra 

finishing touches.

You showed 

average 

craftsmanship and 

applied techniques 

with little care. 

Work is adequate 

but not as good as 

it could have been.

You showed below 

average 

craftsmanship and 

a lack of pride in 

your finished 

work.

You showed poor 

craftsmanship and 

did not deonstrate 

an understanding.

Fulfills 

Objectives 

(25%)

The project meets 

or exceeds all 

requirements of 

the assignment 

excellently.

The project 

satisfactorily met 

all requirements of 

the assignment.

The project only 

fulfilled the 

minimal objectives 

of the assignment

The project only 

partly fulfilled the 

objectives of the 

assignment.

The project mostly 

did not fulfill the 

objectives of the 

assignment.

Content, 

Aesthetics, 

Creativity 

& Layout 

(25%)

The content of 

your project is 

thoughtful and 

meaningful You 

explored 

combinations and 

revisions on 

several ideas and 

made connections 

to previous 

knowledge. Layout 

was effective, 

space used 

effectively, 

primary sources 

were varied, 

chosen well and 

were integrated 

smoothly.

The content of 

your project is 

meaningful. It 

shows you applied 

ideas to previous 

knowledge. 

Primary sources 

chosen showed 

awareness of 

subject.  

You did the 

assignment 

adequately, yet it 

showed a lack of 

planning and little 

evidence that it 

was thought out 

and executed. 

Primary sources 

used were 

adequate only.

Your project shows 

little evidence of 

thought regarding 

content and the 

principles of 

design. Primary 

sources used were 

inadequate.

You showed no 

effortor care 

regarding content, 

composition and 

layout and 

aesthetics. Primary 

sources 

inadequate.
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Using Primary Sources: Racism and Prejudice Newspaper Rubric

5 4 3 2 1

Creative/ 

Essential 

Parts

Exceptional. 

All parts of a 

newspaper are 

present. Extra 

is added or use 

of primary 

sources 

exceeds 

expectations.

Great. 

Newspaper is 

complete. All 

parts are 

present. Primary 

sources reflect 

assignment

Good. 

Newspaper is 

substancially 

complete. A 

few parts are 

missing

Fair. 

Newspaper is 

partly 

complete. 

Parts are 

missing.

Poor.Mostly 

incomplete

Informa-

tion

Exceptional. 

Exceptional 

information, 

provides a true 

concept of its 

purpose. 

Provides 

understanding 

of assigned 

book

Great. 

Developed 

information, 

provides a good 

description of 

the purpose

Good. 

Substancially 

developed 

information, 

gives a fair 

description of 

the topic

Fair. Little 

detail

Poor. Little or 

misinformati

on present

Pictures 

and 

Mechanics

Exceptional. A 

variety of 

primary 

sources 

related to 

topic are 

present. 

Absolutely no 

spelling or 

grammar 

errors

Great. Primary 

sources are clear. 

Captions are 

clear. Few 

spelling and 

grammar errors

Good. A few 

primary sources 

are present. 

Few spelling 

and grammar 

errors

Fair. Very few 

primary 

sources are 

present. 

Many spelling 

and grammar 

errors

Poor. No 

primary 

sources, 

many errors

Design and 

Appearanc

e

Excellent. Very 

creative, 

attractive 

design which 

exceeds 

expectations

Great. Complete 

design, shows 

creativity and 

organization

Good. 

Organized 

design, simple 

presentation, 

little creativity

Fair. 

Unorganized, 

graphics not 

unique, 

empty spaces

Poor. 

Unorganized
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CALL #

TYP

E TITLE AUTHOR

FIC PAT H/P Amistad Paate

92X H/P

Autobiography of 

Malcolm X X

FIC H/P

Autobiography of Miss 

Jane Pittman Gaines

FIC MOR H/P Beloved Morrison

FIC H/P Big Mouth, Ugly Girl Oates

303.387H/P Black Like Me Griffen

975.6H/P

Blood Done Sign My 

Name: a true story Tyson

FIC H/P Blue Eyes Better

Wallace-

Bruder

FIC H/P Bluest Eye Morrison

920 DAV H/P Bond

Davis, 

Jenkins, 

Hunt

959.704H/P Born on the 4th of July Kovic

FIC H/P Breaking Point Flinn

92 MEN H/P Burning Season Revkin

978H/P

Bury My Heart at 

Wounded Knee

FIC H/P

Can't Get There from 

here Strasser

956.6H/P Caravans to Oblivian Graber

FIC H/P Chernowitz Arrick

FIC H/P Cold Mountain Frazier

FIC H/P Color of Fire Rinaldi

92H/P Color of Love Cheek

FIC H/P Color Purple Walker
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FIC H/P Copper Sun Draper

FIC H/P

Cry the Beloved 

Country PAT

92 ASH H/P Days of Grace Ashe

364.66H/P Dead Man Walking Prejean

364.66H/P

Death of Innocents, an 

eyewitness account of 

wrongful executions Prejean

940.53H/P Desert Exile Uchida

FIC H/P Devil on My Heels McDonald

FIC H/P

Drowning of Stephen  

Jones Greene

305.567H/P Escape from Slavery Bok

941H/P Farewell to Manzanar Houston

L970.3 H/P First Hundred Years

959.604H/P

First They Killed My 

Father: a daughter of 

Cambodia remembers Ung

 L973.71 

H/P H/P Fleeing for Freedom Coffin

FIC H/P Gathering of Old Men Gaines

92 CAR H/P

Gifted Hands: the Ben 

Carson story Carson

226.761 

McD H/P

Girl Soldier: a story of 

hope for Northern 

Uganda"s children

McDonnell 

and Akallo

FIC H/P

Go Tell It on the 

Mountain Baldwin

920 GRE H/P Great Slave Narratives

FIC ADI H/P Half of a Yellow Sun Adichie

FIC H/P Handbook for Boys Meyers

306.872 ALIH/P

I am Nujood, age 10 

and divorced Ali

FIC H/P

I Heard the Owl Call My 

Name Craven

92H/P

I Know Why the Caged 

Bird Sings Angelou
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92H/P I Never Had it Made Robinson

970.004H/P

I Will Fight No More 

Forever: Chief Joseph 

and the Nez Perce WarBeal

305.5H/P

Incidents in the life of a 

Slave Girl Jacobs

FIC ELL H/P Invisible Man Ellison

92H/P Jackie Robinson Robinson

FIC H/P Johnny Got His Gun Trumbo

92H/P Kaffir Boy Mathebane

FIC BUT H/P Kindred Butler

FIC H/P Kipling's Choice Spillebeen

FIC H/P Kite Runner Hosseini

929 SAT H/P Kiyo's Story Sato

978.04H/P Lance and the Shield

970.94H/P Last Algonquin

FIC H/P Learning Tree Parks

362.196H/P

Least of these my 

Brethern Baxter

92H/P

Left to Tell: discovering 

God amidst the 

Rwandan holocaust libagiza

345.73H/P Leo Frank Case

Leo Frank 

Case

FIC H/P Lesson before Dying Gaines

FIC H/P

Letters from a Slave 

Girl Lyons

92 BEA H/P Long Way Gone Beah

940.53 GRUH/P

Looking Like the 

Enemy Gruenewald

92 UNG H/P

Lucky Child; a daughter 

of cambodia Ung

305.38H/P

Makes Me Want to 

Holler

Makes Me 

Want to 

Holler

FIC H/P Monster Myers

FIC H/P

My Brother, My Sister 

and I Watkins

276.7571 IRIH/P

My Father, Maker of 

Trees

Irivuzumuga

be
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92H/P My Name is Number 4 Ye

92H/P

Narrative of Sojourner 

Truth

FIC H/P Native Son Wright

920 BOD H/P New Kids in Town Bode

FIC H/P Nightjohn Paulson

92H/P No Name on the StreetBaldwin

FIC KOG H/P Obasan Kogawa

FIC H/P On the Head of a Pin Miller

FIC H/P Our Nig Wilson

FIC H/P

Over a Thousand Hills I 

Walk with You Jansen

FIC H/P Ox-bow Incident Clark

920H/P Pact

Davis, 

Jenkins, 

Hunt

306.84 MUHH/P Promise to Nadia Muhsen

812H/P Raisin in the Sun Hansberry

951.04H/P Rape of Nanking Chang

362.76 

MAM H/P

Road of Innocence: true 

story of a Cambodian 

heroine Mami

FIC H/P Roll of Thunder Taylor

FIC H/P Running for Our Lives Turner

92H/P

Ryan White; my own 

story White

FIC H/P Shades of Simon Gray McDonald
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92 NAZ H/P Slave: my true story Nazer

92 MUH H/P

Sold: one person's 

heartbreaking true 

account of modern 

slavery Muhsen

92 EQU h/p Sold as a Slave Equiano
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FIC H/P Soldier's Heart McCormick

FIC H/P Soldier's Heart Paulson

FIC JOO H/P Star of the Morning Joost

FIC H/P Stoner and Spaz Koertge

92H/P

Story of My Life: an 

Afghan girl on the other 

side of the sky (Other 

Side of the Sky-2nd bk)Ahmedi

305.896H/P

Strength in What 

Remains Kidder

FIC H/P Syringa Tree Glen

92 BAS H/P Tears of the Desert Bashir

FIC H/P Tears of a Tiger Draper

L305.23 H/P

There are No Children 

here Kotlowitz

920 DEN H/P

They Poured Fire on Us 

From the Sky

Deng, Deng, 

Ajak

92H/P Thirty Years a Slave Hughes

L967.57204 

TUH H/P This Voice in My Heart Tuhaboyne

306.3H/P To Be A Slave Lester

92H/P

To Destroy You is No 

Loss Mami

962.404 

HAR H/P

The Translator, a 

memoir Hari

92H/P Twelve Years a Slave Northrup

92 WAS H/P Up From Slavery Washington

FIC H/P Waiting for the Rain Gordon

92 JAL H/P

War Child: a child 

soldier's story Jal

92H/P We are all the Same Wooten

364.15H/P

We Wish to Inform You 

that Tomorrow W e will 

be Killed  Gourevitch

FIC H/P Whale Talk Crutcher
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949.702H/P Zlata's Diary Filipovic

FIC CRAa H/P                                                Afrika Craig

940.5318 

SAL HOL

23rd Psalm: a 

holocaust memory Salton

92 WIE HOL

64735: from a name to 

a Holocaust survivors 

autobiography Wiener

940.5318HOL All But My Life Klein

940.5316HOL Along the Tracks Bergman

940.53HOL

And the Violins 

Stopped Playing Ramati

940.53HOL Assissi Inderground Ramati

940.5472HOL Auschwitz Nyiszli

940 FAB HOL Because of Romek Faber

940.5318 

TOL HOL

Behind the Secret 

Window Toll

940.5318HOL Bielski Brothers Duffy

940.53HOL Cage Sender

940.53HOL

Children of Wilesden 

Lane: beyond 

kindergarten transport Golobek

92 KRA HOL Clara's War Kramer

92 THO HOL

Courage Beyond 

Words Thomas

FIC HOL Daniel Half Human Chotjewitz

940.53HOL Defying the Tide Sokolow

92 JAC HOL Dentist of Auschtz Jacobs

92 TEC HOL Dry Tears Tec

92 KIM HOL

Echoes from the 

Holocaust Kimmelman

92HOL Edith's Story
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FIC HOL Fighter Greif

FIC HOL Forgotten Fire Bagdasarian

92HOL Fragments Wilkomirsk

92 CHI HOL

Girl with the Green 

Sweater Chigar

920HOL Hidden Children Marks

92HOL Hiding Place Ten-Boom

940.544HOL Hiroshima Hersey

92HOL Holocaust Survivor Jacobs

92HOL

I Have Lived a 

Thousand Years Jackson

92 ORE HOL

I Shall Live: surviving 

the Holocaust against 

all odds Orenstein

92HOL

I Will Plant You a Lilac 

Tree Hillman

940.5318HOL In My Hands Opdyke

940.5318HOL Isabella Leitner

FIC HOL Island on Bird Street Orlev

920HOL Jack and Rochelle Sutin

FIC HOL Jacob the Liar Becker

920HOL Kinderlager Nieuwsma

940.5316 

DRU HOL Kindertransport Druker

92 NIR HOL Lost Childhood Nir

92 WAL HOL

Lost Hero: myatery of 

Raul Wallenberg

940.53 HEL HOL

Love in a World of 

Sorrow Heller

92 BUE HOL Lucky Child Buergenthal
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FIC PRE HOL Malka Pressler

FIC HOL

Man from the Other 

Side Orlev

FIC SPI HOL Milkweed Spinelli

940.53 NASHOL My Brother's Voice Nasser

940.53HOL Never to Forget Metzer

940.5318 

LOB HOL No Pretty Pictures Lobel

940.53HOL Other Victim's Friedman

940.5318HOL Playing for Time Fenelon

FIC HOL

Prisoner in Time: a 

child of the Holocaust Meinkoff

940.5318 

DAN HOL Prisoners without Trial Daniels

940.53HOL

Raul Wallenberg: the 

man who stopped 

death Linnea

FIC ORLr HOL Run, Boy, Run Orlev

92 GOL HOL Running through Fire Goldberg

92HOL Seamstress Berstein

940.5318HOL Seeds of Sarah Isaacson

940.534HOL Sky Ippsich

92HOL

St. Maximillian Kolbe: 

apostle of our difficult 

times

92HOL Still Alive Kluger

940.5472HOL Survival in Auschwitz Levi

FIC HOL Tamar Peet

92HOL Thanks to My Mother Rabinovici

940.5318HOL Triumph of Hope Elias

FIC HOl

True Story of Hansel 

and Gretel Murphy
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92HOL Unbroken Chain Oerfelt

940.53HOL Upstairs Room Reiss

940.53HOL We Are Witnesses

92 RIC HOL Wolf in the Attic Richman

940.53 CREHOL Your Name is Renee Cretzmeyer

940.53 ACKHOL Zookeeper's Wife Ackerman

FIC

HOL

M Wave Strasser

FIC TI America Frank

FIC TI Breathing Underwater Flinn

FIC TI Gym Candy Deuker

92TI Hole in My Life Gantos

FIC TI Inexcusable Lynch

FIC TI Speak Anderson

FIC TI Swallowing Stones McDonald


